
Once again here 
are more reflec-
tions on the les-
sons I learn from 
my dog daily. 
 

1. Be straightforward.  You 
can read Manny like a 
book.  There isn’t usually 
much question about what 
mood he is in or what he 
wants.  He is as straightfor-
ward as they come.  Let me 
give you an example.  This 
summer Manny stayed with 
my parents during the two 
weeks we were in Switzer-
land.  This was the longest 
we had ever left him and 
my mom reported that by 
the end of the second week 
Manny moped.  He would 
pace the house over and 
over as if looking for us.  
On the contrary, in the eve-
ning when we come home 
after work Manny bounces 
off the wall in his excite-
ment to see us.  Manny 
shows us exactly how he is 
feeling.  There is no guess-
work, no hidden feelings, 
no passive aggressive be-
havior.  He is authentic. 

2. Slow down & rest well.  
Manny hasn’t been 
sleeping through the 
night.  We had been past 
this “restless-must-go-
out-and-piddle-at-3am” 
behavior for over a year 
but suddenly this fall, 
Manny wouldn’t stay 
quiet through the night.  
Ugh.  I was annoyed.  I 
didn’t like my sleep in-
terrupted by his in inabil-
ity to rest all night!  As I  
mused with Dallan over 
why this habit had sud-
denly started up again, 
we began to see a pattern 
immerge.  See, Manny’s 
behavior was reflecting 
OUR schedules.  We 
have gotten so busy with 
the start of school...often 
being gone from morn-
ing well into the evening 
which allows Manny to 
rest well THE ENTIRE 
DAY while the house is 
quiet!  This of course 
leaves him ready to play 
by bedtime when we 
finally fall exhausted 
into bed. 

3. Barking...er...talking 
louder and longer doesn’t 
make people listen more.  
Manny’s treats are in the 
den which also happens to 
be where the computer is.  
Recently he developed this 
habit of entering the den 
when I’m working at the 
computer, going to the cor-
ner where his treats are 
setting (on a shelf where he 
can’t reach them) and bark-
ing continuously for a 
really long time.  See, it’s a 
battle of will really.  The 
question is: can he bark so 
long that I get ultra an-
noyed and give in to his 
desires for a treat, tempo-
rarily stopping the barking 
madness?  And it seems no 
matter how long I sit there 
barely tolerating his poor 
behavior, he never gives 
up.  Poor Manny!  If only 
he would realize that bark-
ing doesn’t get him treats 
and instead come jump on 
my lap to cuddle.  Because, 
of course, when that hap-
pens, I can’t help but lavish 
the little guy with treats 
galore. 
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Sunday, September 20, 2009 

Hosted by:  Anna Shetler 
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 On Sunday, October 18, the Sr. High Youth will be 
shopping to put together care packages for our coll ege/
voluntary service freshmen.  This year there are 9 of 
them!  We are inviting others to contribute to thes e 
packages and will accept items now through the 18th .  
Ideas are:  school type materials (pens, highlighte rs, sticky 
notes, etc), fleece throws, sweet treats, microwave  popcorn, 
playing cards, etc.  BE CREATIVE!  Give all donatio ns to Janice 
by October 18.  
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1. You will know that I am coming 
From the jingle of my bell, 
But exactly who I am is not an easy thing to tell. 
Children, they adore me 
for they find me jolly, 
but I do not see them when the halls are decked with holly. 
My job often leaves me frozen, 
I am a man that all should know, 
But I do not do business in times of sleet or ice or snow. 
 travel much on business, 
But no reindeer haul me around, 
I do all my traveling firmly on the ground. 
I love the time of Christmas, 
But that's not my vocational season, 
And I assure that is because of a sound economic reason. 

2. Three brothers share a family sport: 
A non-stop marathon 
The oldest one is fat and short 
And trudges slowly on 
The middle brother's tall and slim 
And keeps a steady pace 
The youngest runs just like the wind, 
Speeding through the race 
"He's young in years, we let him run," 
The other brothers say 
"'Cause though he's surely number one, 
He's second, in a way." 

3. I am a 6 letter word. 
Letters 6-5-2 spell out a drink. 
Letters 4-5-2-3 spell out a fruit. 
Letters 1-2-6 spell out a pet. 
Letters 3-2-6 spell out a pest, which often gets eaten by 1-2-6. 
What am I? 

ANSWERS:  1– ice cream man, 2– the hands on a clock (hour,  minute, 
second), 3– CARPET (6-5-2: tea; 4-5-2-3: pear; 1-2-6: cat; 3-2-6: rat) 


