
 I’ve recently been 
ruminating about the mark we 
each make in life...I watch the 
graduating seniors as they 
leave a place they have known 
for the past four years and I 
wonder, how is their high 
school different because they 
attended there?  Or how is our 
youth group molded and 
changed because of them? 
 This past weekend 
Dallan and I were in Ohio with 
all 37 of the Troyer family 
celebrating Grandma’s 80th 
birthday together.  It was a 
time of reflection and celebra-
tion as we each brought a let-
ter of appreciation for 
Grandma and compiled a 
scrapbook of these memories.  
As I watched a 20+ minute 
slideshow of her life I was 
struck by the legacy she has 
paved for her children, grand-
children and great grandchil-
dren.  Even in the 5 short years 
since I have joined this family 
I have been influenced, en-
couraged and gifted by the life 
of Dallan’s Grandma.  And I 
wonder if I’m leaving that af-

fect behind me on my path 
of this journey. 
 Am I living my life 
in a way that is making a 
difference, leaving a mark 
in history, building up com-
munities, tearing down bar-
riers, offering grace...the list 
could go on.  Or am I leav-
ing a legacy of judgment, 
hurt, and oppression?  I 
don’t think we need to turn 
80 to reflect on these things.  
I originally titled this article 

“leaving a legacy” but real-
ized that it should really be 
called “living a legacy.” 
 For some of us it 
might be easier to see then 
for others.  I think of a 
songwriter or artist and how 
they might gift the world 
with actual tangible things 

such as songs or paintings.  
But what about the rest of us 
who don’t go through life con-
tributing tangible things to 
society? 
 I have this theory that 
some of the greatest legacies 
don’t come from things you 
can touch or see.  What if 
your gift to the world is offer-
ing second chances and be-
cause you offer it to someone, 
they offer it to someone else 
and suddenly years down the 
road people are offering sec-
ond chances all because of 
you?  Or what if your gift is a 
good attitude that produces 
more good attitudes?  Or the 
gift of grace that spreads into 
multitudes of grace?  Or ac-
ceptance the creates accep-
tance?  Or compassion that 
births more compassion? 
 Whether you are 18 
or 80, you are impacting lives 
and communities.  The ques-
tion is what kind of impact are 
you having?  May God guide 
us as we ruminate together on 
the legacy we offer this world. 
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