
     First, let me begin by illus-
trating what is NOT a “culture 
of peace.”  Manny has an en-
emy.  She is a cat named An-
gel.  Now you could think that 
two adorable pets like Manny 
and Angel would get along 
lovely, but you would be 
wrong.  Instead, when Manny 
visits Angel’s house, 
they constantly pro-
voke anger from each 
other and cause quite a 
ruckus.  They respond 
so poorly to each other 
and it is quite disap-
pointing as Manny’s 
“parent” to observe! 
     So what does it mean to 
foster a culture of peace?  We 
so often define the word peace 
as the absence of war.  While 
this might be part of that word, 
it certainly doesn’t encompass 
it’s entire meaning.  Instead 
what if peace went beyond 
times of war and seeped into 
our homes, our churches, our 
neighborhoods, our work-
places, (and our pets)?  What 
if we defined peace more ho-
listically to include reconcilia-

tion, healing, loving our 
enemies? 
     I’m learning a lot about 
peace in my seminary 
course this semester and 
what continues to strike me 
is how poorly we have de-
fined this little word for so 
long.  We use peace in 

phrases such as, “can’t I 
have a little peace and quiet 
around here?” or we think 
things are “peaceful” if 
there is no conflict. 
     I would propose that 
conflict and peace are re-
lated but only in the sense 
that how we RESPOND and 
REACT to conflict affects 
the culture of peace (or lack 
thereof). 
     So I ask myself, what 
would my house look like if 
I built a culture of peace?  

Perhaps I would seek to see 
things from Dallan’s perspec-
tive, making ‘really listening’ 
to him a top priority.  Perhaps 
I would respond to Dallan 
with grace under all circum-
stances. Hmm...how might 
this change the atmosphere of 
our household? 

     What about church?  
Could we foster the same 
environment here?  Han-
dling conflict in Biblical 
ways, seeking to walk in 
others’ shoes, loving our 
enemies?  And wouldn’t 
this in turn draw people 

to us?  Could it be that build-
ing a culture of peace is actu-
ally doing OUTREACH? 
     I am not holding my breath 
for reconciliation between 
Manny and Angel.  But one 
can always hope that one day 
one of them will realize that 
all this hostility is nonsense 
and that it would just take one 
of them to respond in love to 
begin to heal their relation-
ship!  Are you a building or 
breaking down a culture of 
peace? 
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Mark your calendars:  April 29 we will again be hosting commu-
nity youth in the fellowship hall for a night of fun, food and fel-
lowship!  Plan to attend, plan to help, plan to donate time or 

money!  We need everyone’s help to create an atmosphere of 
hospitality!  Stay tuned for details! 



������� ��	�
����

��������	
��
� ��
��	����������
���������	
����������

��
������
���
����������������
��������
�
������	
	
��������
�����������	
����
��������
������������	
�����	�������������
������	����	��
	�����
��	
����
����
� ������
������������
���������������������	�������������
��������
����	��������
�����������!���"�������������
�����������������������������
���	
���������
�
�������#���
������
�����������������������
�����
��������
�

��
������� �
 Tuesday, February 24 kicked off the season of Lent with one more 
splurge of calories as we enjoyed yummy homemade donuts all after-
noon!  Here are some pictures of the process.  After this excessive eating, 
what are YOU giving up for Lent?  Submit your story to Janice today!  
(P.S. the author and her spouse are attempting to give up going out to eat 
over the Lenton season.  Check in with them to see how it’s going!) 
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