
 Dallan and I had a great 
Christmas week...we enjoyed all 
the family time with good food 
and gifts but it was not without 
some serious bumps along the 
way that raised blood pressures 
and stress levels.  Sit back and let 
me tell you about it! 
 On Christmas Eve day, 
we left around noon for Erie, PA 
to be with Dallan’s family.  We 
had a lovely time with the 
Troyer’s through Saturday morn-
ing at which point we left Erie at 
6am and drove to Hershey, PA 
about 5 hours away for my 
cousin’s wedding. 
 We drove into a town 
near Hershey at about 11:30 and 
stopped at an aunt and uncle’s of 
Dallan’s where we planned on 
freshening up, changing, and 
eating so we could be back on 
the road to make the 30 minute 
drive to the church for a 2:00 
wedding.  Perhaps the details of 
times and distances aren’t impor-
tant but the bottom line was that 
we were on a time schedule to 
get to the wedding in time! 
 We got out of the car, 
opened the trunk and it hit us like 
a truck.  Our hang-up bag (with 
our dress clothes) was still hang-
ing 5 hours back in Erie.  (Here’s 
where the blood pressure started 
rising.)  We took inventory and 
realized that we had our dress 
shoes, I had the sweater in my 
suitcase I had planned to wear, 
and Dallan had gotten some 
shirts and ties for Christmas that 
we had packed in the car that 
could work.  So in the end we 
were both missing our pants! 

 For Dallan this is no 
issue, he is the most average 
build out there and can wear 
anything straight off the rack.  
For me, on the other hand...I 
am quite short and dress pants 
never just “fit” me!  I was near 
tears but pulled it together to 
go in and explain the situation 
to Dal’s aunt and uncle.  Our 
planned leisure drop-in-to-see-
them-before-the-wedding had 
suddenly become a stressful-
need-to-go-shopping-NOW! 
 And so we quickly 
did hair, make-up and got into 
as many dress clothes as we 
could before hitting the road, 
following Dal’s aunt and uncle 
as they led us to the closest 
store, Kohls.  I was praying 
fervently the whole way 

there…  
 We entered 

Kohls and I sent 
Dallan and his 

uncle off to find 
pants while his 
aunt and I scoured 
the junior section.  
Right inside the 

door was a rack of 
dress pants and ironically they 
were the EXACT pants I had 
planned to wear that were still 
hanging in Erie.  The only 
difference was I had bought 
them at the Kohls in Goshen 
and my mom had to shorten 
them about 5 inches to make 
them wearable.  I mentioned 
this to Dal’s aunt and said, 
“I’m just going to have find a 
skirt cause NONE of these 
pants will be short enough.” 

 I was already walking 
away from the rack when she 
asked, “what size do you wear?”  
I told her and she said, “here’s 
your size and it says they are a 
short length.”  huh?  NO WAY!  
I certainly hadn’t noticed they 
came in a shorter length the 
FIRST time I bought these pants 
months ago!  I grabbed them and 
ran to the fitting room.  They 
were absolutely the perfect 
length with my heels. 
 We walked out of 
Kohls within 10 minutes of ar-
riving...me in the EXACT outfit 
I had planned to wear to the 
wedding from the beginning.  
Talk about a God-moment.  We 
grabbed lunch and were seated 
in the pew at the wedding with 
10 minutes to spare. 
 Now, God probably 
didn’t care if I would have worn 
jeans to that wedding if that’s 
what it came down to, but I was 
hit with a ton of bricks as we 
drove to the church...God just 
overwhelms me with his atten-
tion to the detail in my life.  I 
have no doubt that those pants 
were there with my name on 
them. 
 I walked away rejoic-
ing in God’s goodness, reminded 
that I don’t walk this earth alone.  
What a silly, trite situation in the 
big scheme of things and yet 
God was present, guiding us, 
providing for us, and TEACH-
ING us that it is solely GOD in 
whom we trust and have faith.  I 
praise God for his provisions and 
presence in the giant and tiny 
stuff of life. 
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 In January we will be introducing 
small groups into our Sr. High youth group.  
Because of our large group size this year we 
hope small groups will break us out of our 
comfortable friendship circles and help us 
learn to know and care for each other better.  
Small groups will meet for 10-15 minutes 
each Wednesday following worship for a time 
of sharing and prayer.  Come find out about 
your small group on January 7! 
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