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 This past spring Dal-
lan and I visited my favorite 
hardware store.  Our purpose 
was to buy plants and seeds 
for our garden.  We studied 
the rows and rows of bulk 
seeds nestled in jars and or-
ganized in like kinds.  We 
carefully went over our list 
choosing our favorite varie-
ties of vegetables.  We have a 
small garden and so we al-
ways have to be strategic and 
use our space wisely. 
 We made our pur-
chases and several weeks 
later, prepared the ground and 
put our seeds in the soil.  
Now it was time to watch and 
water.  Soon things began to 
sprout and we enjoyed as our 
hard work began to show up 
as small green plants pushing 
their way upward to the light. 
 One particular day, I 
was out peeking at the garden 
when I observed a small plant 
in a corner of our garden 
thriving.  I couldn’t remember 
planting anything there nor 
could I quite recognize the 
plant type.  Later I checked 
with Dallan.  He too was puz-
zled. 
 Our first instinct was 
to rip it out as it might affect 

our carefully planned gar-
den, but curiosity won and 
the plant remained. 
 It grew and grew 
and soon spilled out over 
the perimeter of the garden 
into our lawn.  And as it 
got larger we began to hy-
pothesize that this plant 
was some sort of pumpkin!  
How we got a pumpkin 
plant growing in a garden 
where pump-
kins had 
never been 
grown re-
mained a 
mystery. 
 But 
as we thought 
more about it, an idea be-
gan to form.  Last year we 
had carved pumpkins and 
once they began to rot, we 
threw them on our mulch 
pile.  The same mulch pile 
that we take from when we 
prepare our soil for plant-
ing!  Somehow, a pumpkin 
grew from what was left of 
last year’s pumpkin.   
 Just this past week 
we picked the one and only 
pumpkin that grew from 
that vine and placed it on 
our front porch.  What a 

fun surprise to have this un-
expected pumpkin. 
 My garden, much 
like life, is affected by what 
nourishes it.  We use our 
mulch pile to feed the soil 
and because of that feeding, 
we harvested a surprise 
pumpkin this year.  We know 
better than to throw poison 
ivy on our mulch pile!  There 
are certain things that just 

won’t nourish our 
plants well and give 
us a good harvest. 
 And yet it 
doesn’t always seem 
so obvious in life.  
We nourish and fill 
our lives with junk 

and poison ivy and then won-
der why there is nothing to 
harvest.  We wonder why our 
“produce” stays small, with-
out flavor.  We wonder why 
we have no extra “crop” to 
share with others. 
 As you enjoy pump-
kins this fall season, be re-
minded of what you are feed-
ing your life with.  When we 
put the right stuff in, our 
yield is bountiful and often 
we even receive the blessing 
of an unexpected surprise 
“pumpkin.” 
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Brad, Lauren and Zach 

Kailyn, Rachelle, Eliza & Claire 

Youth group kicks off 

Jon & Tim scoop ice cream 

Carly & Eric face off on 
“youth feud” 

John feeds Eric & Noah 
“surprise” cafeteria food. 

Freshman “lunch-people” 
serve up a meal 
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The goal of the game is simply to fill the puzzle so that 
every row, column and region contains the digits 1 
through 9. Therefore each number from 1 to 9 only 

appears once in each of the 3 "directions" 
(row, column, region). 
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 Both the Junior and senior high youth 
groups enjoyed a Sunday evening at the home 
of Dallan & Janice in September.   On the 
9th, the junior high played a rousing 
(and very loud) version of the fast 
paced dice game “Whoopie!”  
Taylor Christophel and Tim Stry-
cker came out as champions of 
the tournament.  Food and whiffle 
ball filled the rest of their evening. 
 On the 16th, the senior high hit up Dol-
lar General and found all sorts of treats to pack 
into boxes for our eight college freshman.  
They then devoured s’mores around the fire, 
enjoyed each other’s conversation, and found 
Waldo!   
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