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 One whole week in 
glorious San Jose, Califor-
nia...what teen wouldn’t be 
excited?  The warm weather, 
the fantastic lodgings, not to 
mention the over 5,000 strong 
Mennonite population.  Prac-
tically a dream come true.  
But even though having a 
good time was a goal for all of 
us going, much higher on our 
list of priorities was having a 
“God time.”  Convention is 
such a fun experience.  From 
the friendly euchre competi-
tions to riding elevators, you 
are virtually guaranteed to get 
involved in some kind of es-
capade (which our boys 
seemed to excel at).  How-
ever, the real reason behind 
convention is and always has 
been encouraging growth in 
the relationship we all have 
with our Heavenly Father. 
 I have to admit, I was 
astounded by the amount of 
spiritual growth I saw that 
week.  We came together as a 
youth group twice a day for 
small group time, and the dis-
cussions which took place 
during those meetings would 
have provoked thought in any 
individual.  Everyone grew in 

faith, and closer together as 
well.  For it is in other 
Christians that we can most 
physically feel God’s love.  
God can at times seem to 
be some distant being float-
ing far out in space.  But if 
you take a look at the per-
son sitting next to you, 
whether you’re at school, 
on the bus, or at church, 
you see God.  God is al-
ways there to reach out to 
you through the kind words 
of a friend, or the hug they 
magically knew you 
needed.  God may not be 
clearly visible to us in the 
person sitting across the 
table at lunch, however He 
is present in that seat. 
 Being among the 
5,000 was a glorious ex-
perience.  The outpouring 
of song and praise during 
the worship services made 
it feel as though we could 
achieve anything.  If God 
was with us, we could ac-
complish world peace by 
the end of the week.  Of 
course we all know this is 
impossible.  Through God 
all things are possible, but 
everything takes time.  That 

is what we all had to remem-
ber when we arrived back 
home.  It was so easy to 
praise God at convention, but 
to keep that same enthusiasm 
here at home is more of a 
challenge. 
 Constantly being 
surrounded by Mennonite 
youth just like us made us 
feel free to show our faith 
completely and not be wor-
ried about offending anyone.  
Of course, we shouldn’t have 
to feel this way anyway.  But 
for some people, myself in-
cluded, this realization finally 
took hold.  I had always 
known that I should do more 
than just act in a Christianly 
manner, I needed to spread 
the Word.  And this year at 
convention, God gave me the 
courage through the speakers 
to no longer be afraid of 
speaking my faith.  We are 
God’s disciples here on earth, 
and it is our duty to tell others 
of His amazing love.  So I 
encourage you, whether you 
attended convention or not, to 
keep the enthusiasm for your 
faith and to spread the Word.  
God Bless!  
          ~Allison Yoder 
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A note about cell phones: 
     Cell phones are great tools to use when you 
need to give someone a ring-a-roo or 
when you need to text a message to your 
friend.  Cell phones are NOT great 
tools to use when you are in Christian 
Ed, youth group, or worship!  Please be 
respectful and leave your cell phone OFF, in 
your car or at home during these events.  It is 
not helpful to you or those around you when 
cell phones are out and in use.  Parents, can you 
help?  Remind your youth to leave their cell 
phone in the car when they arrive at church. 
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The goal of the 
game is simply 
to fill the puzzle 

so that every 
row, column 
and region 

contains the 
digits 1 through 

9. Therefore 
each number 

from 1 to 9 only 
appears once 

in each of the 3 
"directions" 

(row, column, 
region). 
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June’s Crossword puzzle answers  Across: 2– Blue, 5– Rob, 6– Hana, 7– Monica, 10– Allison, 11– guard, 12– Concord, 13– 
Northridge;  Down:  1– Trisha, 2– Brandon, 3– Tyson, 4– Jonathan, 8– clear,  9–spirit , 11– Goshen 
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  5 7       4 1   
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 6     7    3   
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 Yep, It’s that time again.  We’ve already lined up our year 
of fundraisers!  This year we are planning only three... (yes, you 
read correctly!) three fundraisers!  And we need everyone’s help to 
make them all bigger and better than ever!  With only three, we 
hope everyone can invest their time and energy into making them a 
success.  Mark your calendars TODAY! 
¨ December 8– Christmas Candy-making 
¨ April 26– Nelson’s Chicken BBQ 
¨ May 10 (tentatively)– Perennial Sale 
 
Youth:  plans for our ‘08 summer trip will be announced 
soon.  Please plan to attend these 3 fundraisers 
to qualify to receive fundraised $ towards 
your trip. 
Parents:   a sign-up sheet will appear 
soon on Janice’s door.  Please make a 
commitment to help us at one of our fund-
raisers! 
Congregation:   Thank you in advance for 
your support.  We can always use your help making 
Christmas candy not to mention selling our products to all your 
friends and family.  Your advertisement is extremely valuable as it 
allows us to put the word out further in the community! 
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