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 If you’ve drove past 
my house recently you might 
have noticed that I have my 
annuals planted in the front 
yard now.  It’s always my 
favorite time of year when I 
can buy too-expensive flow-
ers that will only last a few 
months.  But oh, are they 
pretty! 
 Dallan will 
tell you I become 
a bit like a 
parent to my 
flowers, fuss-
ing over 
them to get 
them past the 
hump.  “The 
hump” as I call 
it, is that crucial 
time right after 
I’ve stuck them in the 
ground.  Many things can 
happen during this time pe-
riod. 
 I often find plants 
laying on their sides because 
of rain that fell too hard.  
Sometimes I’m greeted by 
flowers that have been dug 
up by bunnies.  Other times 
the poor flower’s leaves have 
wilted in desperate need for 
water. 

 But it seems that 
once they have reached a 
certain point in their 
growth development, they 
become more sturdy and 
can withstand 
the bunnies, 
the rain, and 
the dry spells 
better and 
with more 
tolerance!  It 
seems that 
their roots 
take hold, go 
deep, and they start to 

stand up tall even 
when the 
winds blow. 
 My 

flowers are a 
lot like peo-

ple, I suppose.  Aren’t 
there crucial times in our 
lives when we need extra 
care to keep us from being 
dug up by bunnies? 
 It seems too that 
we need to be bathing our-
selves in the right care in 
order to flourish even 
when things get messy.  
What can we do to with-
stand the rabbits, rain, and 
drought? 

 I water my flowers 
when it doesn’t rain enough.  
But I go BEYOND that and 
also feed them with fertilizer 
so they will blossom beauti-

fully.  Water to 
stay alive… fer-
tilizer to grow to 
their potential! 
 How 
often do we do 
the things in our 
lives to “stay 
alive…” or “stay 
spiritual.”  But 

we so often leave out the 
things that can really make 
us bloom into a beautiful 
creation of God. 
 Maybe you’re in a 
drought or maybe someone 
near you is.  Let’s help care 
for each other and encourage 
each other so that our roots 
extend down and down until 
they have such a strong 
foundation, no rabbit can 
uproot us!  And may each of 
us take the responsibility to 
go beyond the normal 
“watering” of our Christian 
lives and really begin to pile 
on the fertilizer.  Go deep.  
God wants to meet you 
there! 
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The goal of the 
game is simply 
to fill the puzzle 

so that every 
row, column 
and region 

contains the 
digits 1 through 

9. Therefore 
each number 

from 1 to 9 only 
appears once 

in each of the 3 
"directions" 

(row, column, 
region). 
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Last month’s answers  Across: 1– The Chief, 4– light, 6– Old Navy, 7– hope, 10- Diane, 11– servant, 13– The Depot, 15– Peren-
nial Sale, 16– Live the Call, 17– Kevin Deary, 18– DVD Player;  Down:  1– tulip, 2– Be Bold, 3– one hundred fifty, 5– twenty one, 
8– one, 9– dwelling, 12– Holly Miller, 14– blameless 

ACROSS (answers revealed in next month’s issue) 
2. school color of HS Trisha graduated from 
5. this senior has a black belt 
6. this senior owns all 10 seasons of Friends 
7. this senior can sleep synchronized 
10. this senior only eats Hershey Chocolate 
bars frozen 
11. "Above all else, ___ your heart, for it is 
the wellspring of life."-Proverbs 4:23 
12. a male senior graduated from this 
"green" school 
13. only one female senior graduated from 
this rural school  
DOWN  
1. this senior is scared of thunder and light-
ening storms 
2. this senior has never been to Florida 
3. this senior's first name is Wendall 
4. this senior loves to read 
8. "Therefore be ___-minded and self-
controlled so that you can pray."-1 Peter 
4:7b 
9. "In the same way, the ___ helps us in our 
weakness."- Romans 8:26 
11. 5 of our seniors graduated from here  
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