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Dallan and | recently older brother gathered us sant need to please people
got back from spending 5 around the kitchen table t comes from her lack of con-
days in Erie, Pennsylvania take a personality test he fidence which in turn causes
with Dallan’s family. It was had discovered through h her to question people’s sin-
the first Christmas in severe job. We all worked dili- cerity when they compliment
years that we were all home gently at filling out the her. (Instead of being an-

There was Dallan’s questionnaire and then noyed, could | love her in a
parents of course, his waited (a bit nervously) a better way?) Perhaps his
younger brother, his sister the results were gathered constant need to be right
from Kansas City, his brothiand graphed for us to see comes from his logical and
and sister-in-law from Grani It almost seemed that in driven personality that
Haven, Michigan, his our minds, some persona causes him to have little pa-
nephew, and his grandma. ties were better to have tience for new ideas or
Oh and | forgot to mention.. than others and we all  thoughts that could slow him

we took our dog with us too hoped for the best. down. (Instead of being an-
It was a full house. It was Once the results noyed, could | find wisdom
daysof a full house. were tallied we took turns from him?) Perhaps her ten-

I'm sure you've all reading our personality dency to be overly emotional
experienced what happens profile to the rest of the in many situations comes
when lots of people you lovi family. A few of us share from her passion for people
get crammed into small similar qualities while oth- and relationships. (Instead
places for long periods of ers were quite unique.  of being annoyed, could |
time. You often start to get While we read, there wer: see the gift in her?)
bugged by the little idiosyn- often knowing smiles and This past Monday,
crasies of everyone’s perso nods from the group as tt December 25, we celebrated
alities. more obvious traits were the birth of Jesus. Jesus: a

And so by Saturday, recognized. Parts of the picture of perfection...a pic-
the nephew had poked at tF profiles were positive ture of grace. Can we take
dog’s eyes too many times, while other parts acknowl into 2007 a new understand-
by Sunday, everybody (but edged the less than posi- ing for those we love and
me of course) took WAY toc tive traits we all carry. those we find hard to love?
long to take their turn during When all was saic Can we take into 2007 the
our favorite game of Settler' and done, we carried witt grace that Jesus so willingly
of Catan, and by Monday, v us a new insight into eact offers us and offer it to oth-
had all heard enough about other. The understandin¢ ers? Instead of a full
certain people’s Christmas we took from the exercise “family” of annoying per-
gifts. was enlightening over the sonality traits may we find a

And so it was quite next 48 hours together. “family” full of grace and
interesting when Dallan’s Perhaps her inces gifts.



The Jr. High youth group met at the home of
Tim and Amy Strycker’s on
Wednesday, December 13th for a
Christmas celebra-
tion. Amy made a
beautiful spread of
food that included

ham and mashed po- Alex with baby Trinity

tatoes! After the enormous and marvel-
ous supper, a gift ex-
change ensued that in-
cluded some fun and wacky presents.
After choosing, stealing and choosing
more
gifts,
every-

one Ali & her giant
CIple[ToNeI® chocolate kiss

Jacob, Alex, Zach, Derek, and Josh taking
home SOMETHING!

Thank you Tim and Amy for your fabulous hospitality!

Are you beginning to think about life after
High School? Consider all your options!
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