
 I’ll admit it.  I’m a 
sucker for the Holidays.  I 
get all excited when seasonal 
music begins to play in 
stores, when pretty lights pop 
up on houses, and when red 
and green become a popular 
color combination. 
 Now, don’t misun-
derstand me… I do not put 
this holiday fun above the 
REAL celebration at 
Christmas, but I do find 
time to enjoy it!  Basi-
cally, I can get a smile 
out of what lots 
of people dislike 
about the Christ-
mas season. 
 I happen 
to live with one of 
those people I just 
described.  It happens 
to be my husband.  And so 
the argument that went down 
this past week shouldn’t 
have surprised us. 
 I began talking about 
putting up the Christmas tree 
the weekend before Thanks-
giving, prepping Dallan on 
when I wanted to do it.  I 
said the weekend after 
Thanksgiving seemed like a 
really great time.  We would 

both be home, in the holi-
day spirit, and it would 
give us a good month to 
enjoy it’s beauty.  Boy, 
was I wrong!   
 Dallan informed 
me that the tree didn’t 
need to go up until the 
middle of December but 
since he was feeling like a 
generous compromiser, 
December 1st was his 
limit.  No earlier! 

 And so an 
argument ensued.  
But as we discussed 

our dilemma 
something be-

came quite clear.  
We both had 

our valid rea-
sons for when 

the tree should go up. 
 Dallan felt like 
putting the tree up “early” 
was buying into our cul-
ture’s time frame for 
Christmas and somehow 
supporting the commer-
cialism of the holiday.  
That seemed reasonable to 
me. 
 Putting up the tree 
for me had little to do with 
my culture.  Rather it had 

more to do with how it made 
my living room look or how 
it reminded me of growing 
up at my own house during 
the advent season or how it 
built an excitement for 
Christmas inside me that 
could mirror someone half 
my age. 
 Now maybe Dallan 
couldn’t exactly relate to 
this sentimental jargon but 
he thought it seemed harm-
less (and possibly reason-
able).  And so we came upon 
a new discovery. 
 Perhaps when we 
put the tree up was not im-
portant.  But knowing why 
we did it was.  What is the 
motivation behind the deco-
rations? 
 It is certainly unde-
niable that our world has 
greatly distorted Christmas.  
There is a certain irony 
about how we celebrate the 
poor and humble birth of 
Christ.  And so to closely 
examine our motives is es-
sential. 
 During this season 
may we all ask ourselves 
why we do what we do when 
we do. 
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 Thank you to eve-
ryone who made it to Ha-
cienda on the 14th and 
supported the Sr. high 
youth!  Every dollar was 
appreciated! 

Candy order forms have 
been turned in and plans 
are being finalized for the 
candy making to take 
place on Saturday, De-
cember 9.  All candy will 

be ready for pick-up on 
Sunday, December 10 in 
the fellowship hall. 
A BIG THANK YOU TO 

OUR SILVERWOOD 
CHURCH FAMILY! 
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 Get your money and medical forms to Janice by 

Sunday, December 10 to lock in your spot at snow camp. 
If you need additional forms, see Janice. 

Sr. High weekend – January 26-28 
Jr. High weekend – February 2-4 
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Spoons! 

Dylan and Jared 
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Christmas Carol quiz  

Name the carols described in each riddle. 
(answers on page 4) 
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 The Jr. Highers have enjoyed a 
busy November.  After worship each 

Wednesday, they 
have spent time on 
the topic of joy.  
They wrestled with 
the difference be-
tween joy and hap-
piness and from 
where  the source 

of joy and happi-
ness might come. 
 In addition 
to a time of reflec-
tion, many games 
were played and 
snacks were 
eaten! 

Anika, Zach, & Ali 

Ultimate frisbee 
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